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Trinity Times is the newsletter of Trinity Church, Park Lane, Knebworth, Herts, SG3 6PD

Minister: Revd John Steele

Church Website: www.trinitychurchknebworth.org.uk   Tel: 01438 210321

Please send items for the June issue of Trinity Times to                                                                              Graham Fothergill by Thursday, 24th May;

                                   E-mail gafothergill@gmail.com 

                                   Telephone 01438 813371

                                   or drop them in at 7 Stockens Dell, Knebworth

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

How pleasing it is to get a response! Those of you who read this column on a regular basis will know that for a couple of months or so I’ve been trying to get a discussion going on the whys and wherefores of church membership. I’m pleased to say that it has not all fallen on stony ground. Following this editorial, you will find letters from two Church Members. You may or may not agree with their views, but I hope that this does not signal the end of the debate. It would now be interesting to hear from a non-member – I think there may be a few out there who see Trinity Times in one form or another. Come on, let’s be hearing from you!

In the last issue, there was a “plug” for the Radlett Light Opera Society’s forthcoming production of “Crazy for You” in which John and Mary Steele will be appearing. It’s on from Tuesday 15th May to Saturday 19th May. At their previous recent productions, the Saturday matinee performance (at 2.30 pm) has seemed to be popular with the Trinity fraternity. Maureen and I, along with a couple of friends, are certainly planning to get tickets for the 19th – will we see you there to support our Minister and his wife as they tread the boards yet again? 
Graham Fothergill

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Church Membership

Membership is distinguishable from Church attendance, for instance:

Some visitors used to be described as “Four Wheelers”, i.e. Christening, Marriage and Funeral. Others come for special occasions such as Christmas and anniversaries.

Likes and dislikes play a significant part in motivation for attendance; services liturgical or charismatic; with set formulae or “happy clappy”

.

There is no obligation to “belong” in these situations, although doing so may be beneficial, whereas Membership provides privilege and requires responsibility. For example, some sports personalities enjoy high wages and are expected to set good examples.

Clubs and organisations have rules, regulations and standing orders (the Methodist Church has a book full of the latter). Some rules are good, others not, e.g. being discriminatory.

Acceptance into Church membership requires a public expression of faith, with an expectation of attendance. For some denominations, membership has become a matter of statistics rather than pastoral care.

Admission to God’s non-denominational “club” is open to all. Jesus paid the entrance fee at Calvary. ”Behold I stand at the door and knock….” (Rev., ch.3, v.20).

Privilege and responsibility flow from Jesus’ rules – “To love God” and “To love one’s neighbour” (Deut. ch.6, v.5 and Lev. ch.19, v.18). A part of these is to follow Jesus’ example – His custom of attending the Synagogue (Luke ch.4, v.16) and the encouragement from Hebrews (ch.10, v.25) to continue meeting together.

Alan Richardson

Church Membership

Church Membership is not to be undertaken lightly, but I would urge all who count themselves as part of the Trinity family to ask themselves why they are not members. If you are a member, you have a voice and can vote on important issues at Church Meetings. I see it as having the right to vote in local and general elections and, not exercising that right, what a wasted opportunity! John Steele is more than willing to talk to anyone who is interested. Another benefit is the terrific support we all enjoy from being part of God's family at Trinity. 
Kathy Cole
PETER’S COLUMN

In 2012 we are experiencing a year of anniversaries. During April the sinking of the Titanic has been occupying TV channels and magazines. In June, the Windsors take over. Programmes have looked back at the gastronomic meals provided in the Titanic’s first class dining rooms.  Details of these elite passenger quarters show sumptuous living conditions.   The Titanic was, at the time, the most luxurious ship ever built, designed to transport the richest people of the day in supreme comfort, to be waited on hand and foot twenty-four hours a day. This ship was intended to keep the rich, without interruption, cosseted in supreme comfort as they travelled from one lovely place to the next. We know something about the iceberg that turned this world upside down. Where it came from, how old it was, where it finally melted and why it was almost invisible on that still, cloudless, cold, calm night.

In June, the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee will feature a full frontal Royal Family assault. Television, magazines and newspapers will attack us from all sides. I remember the last Jubilee when there were so many warships from around the world for her Majesty to review aboard the Royal Yacht Britannia. This review, up and down the Solent, took hours.   

These two anniversaries provide examples of incredible extravagance. Featuring people enjoying lifestyles far removed from our daily existence. The Royal Family, like the ill-fated  first class passengers on the Titanic, are waited on hand and foot, even when moving from one castle to another, from one palace to another.
In contrast we live in a country that has widespread social problems. Funding for education, for the Social Services and for the NHS are being cut back. But the number of people requiring these services is growing. Of course, all services have to work more efficiently and simply throwing money at problems doesn’t solve the issue (look at Africa). But all over this country there are children living in neglect. The elderly all too often are forgotten and die alone.  

I wish for an alternative approach from the Windsors. I would ask the Royal Family to look at the travel Industry. Look at how travel has changed, keeping in tune with a changing world.   Ryanair and EasyJet have made a success of getting in touch with the masses, understanding what they want and then providing it. Millions of passengers now travel on cheap flights and enjoy package holidays. We enjoy cruise holidays today, but the Titanics have gone. 
There is a word of warning here too. Church regulars everywhere need to take note. Every member of every Church is the Church’s best way to get in touch with the people. The ideal way to fill our empty seats with new faces, is for non-attenders to mix with us during our daily lives.  That will help persuade them to think about what they might be missing. See you in June. 

Peter Grainger

TRINITY FAMILY NEWS

Last month I wrote about members who, although unable to attend worship and events, remain very actively interested in what is going on in the community they belong to.             Vi Clayden was certainly one of those, and I know that following her peaceful death in the early hours of 4th April, her friends in Trinity will miss those very positive times we have spent visiting her over recent years. Vi was always so ready to ask how everybody else was, and always sent her love to everyone at church. This had been her church for the last 30 years since she and her twin sister Helen settled in Knebworth and joined us in Park Lane. She has been a much valued member throughout those years.

Vi's gentle Norfolk voice seemed to mirror her character; quiet, unobtrusive, friendly, reassuring and encouraging. Vi was rarely in the limelight, but usually working away at whatever needed to be done for someone else. Vi and Helen seemed inseparable, and it must have taken great faith and courage for Vi to care for Helen through her illness and death in 2000, and to face the years since without her. All that Vi did in life seems to demonstrate the importance of her faith and devotion to following the Christian path.

In the last months of her life, spent in Bulwer Lytton, she continued to bear witness to her faith. Through some difficult times with her declining health, Vi was always so appreciative of the good care she received from staff there. Conversations with those who grew to know her there indicate the love and tenderness they had for such a gentle lady, and the respect they had for the importance to Vi of her Christian faith.

We give thanks for the life of Vi Clayden and the part of the journey we have shared with her. I am sure we will continue to speak of Vi for years to come and pray that Vi's family, who were so important in her life, will find peace in their grief and may take comfort from the assurances, on which her daily life was founded, of God's love surrounding us all.

We also remember others who have been in hospital, are being patient with healing processes, or are waiting for decisions on their future. May we continue to support and encourage each other.

Gill Hughes

THE LIVING ROOM
This is the Mission Outreach Project for May and June. The Living Room is situated at The Glebe in Stevenage and provides high quality support and treatment for those experiencing difficulties with addiction. 
The Living Room staff aim to develop services that address the full range of needs of those affected by addiction, including their family and friends. They also provide a crèche, so that those with pre-school children can access the services.
Beverley will be hosting a Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy in aid of The Living Room on Thursday 14th  June from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm. Again, due to the parking restrictions where she lives in Welwyn Garden City, the event will take place at her daughter’s house at     6 Stockens Dell, Knebworth.  Do come and bring a friend.

I am indebted to Bev Barowitz for providing the above important news item, Editor

CHURCH FINANCES TO 31ST MARCH 2012
With seven months of the financial year behind us, it’s good to report that Trinity’s finances overall are on an even keel.

General Fund 

When Gift Aid is included, general giving is a bit below budget but income from hall and manse lettings are exceeding budget and expenditure levels have held well within budget, and so compensate for the giving shortfall. 
In cash terms, offerings for general purposes have amounted to £17,052 which is a tiny bit above last year’s figure for the same period (£16,951) 

However, the sums recovered from Gift Aid tax relief are considerably down - £3,552 against £4,262 last year. This reduction is mainly due to the ending of the transitional relief for charities applied by Government in 2008 for a period of 3 years after the standard rate of tax had been reduced from 22% to 20%.

What can you do about this?

1. If you give regularly to Trinity and have never signed a Gift Aid Declaration, do so now!

2. Increase your regular giving so as to compensate for the loss of the transitional relief. An increase of 2.5% in giving is needed to achieve this.

Overall general giving, including Gift Aid, has been 2.8% below income levels at the same time last year, £20,604 against £21,213.
Other Funds

We have received a legacy of £2,000 from the estate of the late Miss Margaret Abbott. Allocation of this legacy has still to be determined.
Youth project expenses to date this financial year have amounted to £4,778. Of this, £1,500 has been financed by a grant from the Knebworth Village Trust and the remainder from the Youth Work Fund (ex Borne Bequest).The current balance of the Youth Work Fund is £42,515. We shall shortly be applying for further funding from the Knebworth Village Trust.

Appeals for External Causes

Up to the date of writing, the appeal for SOS Haiti has raised £56 and that for the Easter Offering for the Methodist Relief and Development Fund £426. These appeals are still open but will close at the end of April. So far, £63 has been raised for the KFC appeal for Water Aid.

Richard Dyster

Church Treasurer

Christian Aid News

Christian Aid Week begins on Sunday, 13th May with a united evening service at Trinity at 5.30 pm. Our speaker will be Pam Thompson, who will be talking about Traidcraft. Pam always provides a wide-ranging Traidcraft stall at our October Bring and Buy Sale.

We hope you will join us for this informal service whether or not you are able to collect for Christian Aid during the following week. Last year £3,033.30 (plus £447 from Gift Aid) was raised in the village for Christian Aid, to help reduce poverty in the Third World.

The 45th East Herts Christian Aid Sponsored Walk takes place on Saturday, 12th May. Last year the group of walkers from Knebworth raised £1,056.50 in sponsorship, plus a further £184 from Gift Aid. Please speak to Hilary if you are interested in joining the walk or if you would like to sponsor one of the walkers. At present Jenny Wright, Kathy Cole, Rosie Berry and I have committed ourselves to join in a group going from Knebworth.

As a prelude to the forthcoming Christian Aid Week there will be a fund-raising Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy Sale for Christian Aid at 8 St. Martin’s Road on Thursday,       3rd May from 10.30 am to 12.00 noon. Items for sale at this event will be most appreciated. Do come along!

Hilary Dyster
DIARY INFORMATION 

Meeting Point

Please note the following arrangements for the meetings of this group during May:
Thursday 3th May
Bring and Buy Sale for Christian Aid at 8 St. Martin’s Road from    10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon. All welcome!

Thursday 10th May
At Sue Burrell’s home.

Thursday 17th May 
At Hilary’s home.
Thursday 24th May
At Sue Burrell’s home.
Thursday 31st May
At Sue Burrell’s home.
Hilary Dyster

Mothers’ Union Jubilee Buffet Lunch - Thursday, 3rd May
All Trinity friends are invited to the lunch which starts at 12.30 pm. at St Martin’s Parish Centre. Please sign the list on the notice board in the Church foyer if you would like to attend.
Pentecost – Sunday, 27th May

As well as being Pentecost, the morning service on Sunday, 27th May will feature a presentation from Ruth Viswick-Evans from Oasis, the organisation whose work Trinity has supported in Bangladesh for some years now.
Knebworth Family of Churches – Annual General Meeting

This will be held on Thursday, 24th May at St Martin’s Church. The evening starts at 7.45 pm with a short business meeting, followed at around 8.15 pm by the signing of the Covenant Agreement at which another member of the Knebworth Family of Churches will be added, namely, “The Redeemed Christian Church of God – The Risen Christ”.

There will then be an address by the Bishop of Hertford who is the Chairman of “Churches Together in Hertfordshire”. It is expected that the meeting will end around 9.00 pm.

John Whittle

Jubilee Barbecue - Sunday, 10th June
Straight after the Morning Service on Sunday, 10th June there will be a barbecue at Trinity as a slightly belated celebration of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Please sign the list in the church foyer if you would like to come and indicate if you will be able to bring either a salad or a dessert. There will be a charge of £3.00 per person to help to defray the cost of the sausages, burgers etc.

Sue Burrell
Advance Notice - Evening Picnic

Have you ever visited the gardens of the late Queen Mother's childhood?  No! Then you have an opportunity to rectify that on Friday, 6th July when, by the generosity of the Bowes Lyons Estate, Farm Crisis Network (FCN) is being allowed to have the gardens open for a Pimms & Pudding Picnic!  It will open at 6.00 pm and close at 9.00 pm. The cost for adults is £5.00, children will be admitted free, and the entry charge will include a Pimms or non-alcoholic alternative and a pudding - you bring your own picnic!  We hope to have outside games for people to play and other forms of entertainment including a raffle. All proceeds to go to FCN which helps farmers and their families facing business, legal, family and financial problems. We walk alongside those facing dark times and help support them and point them in the direction of further help if needed.
John Whittle

METHODIST CIRCUIT NEWS

Thank you to everyone who either did the Methodist Circuit Good Friday Walk, or who sponsored the people who walked or who helped with the marshalling. Personally, I have never been told where to go in a more smiley friendly fashion!

As I write this, the Circuit Celebration Service is imminent – Sunday, 29th April at the Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre. Sincere thanks to all who have helped in any way to make this a truly great celebration. Together we can make a difference.

Jackie Hall 

    
You are invited to attend a Free Church Service in The Lady Chapel on:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
      Wednesday 2nd May 2012 at 11.00 a.m.
Preacher: The Reverend  Canon Richard Watson, Sub Dean,
The Cathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban.
· At noon join a Fellowship Lunch in the Abbots Kitchen.  
    Wednesday 6th June 2012 at 11.00 a.m.

    Preacher: The Reverend Dr. Michael Jagessar,
      Moderator of the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church.
· At noon join a Fellowship Lunch in the Abbots Kitchen.  
Wednesday 4th July 2012 at 11.00 a.m.
    Preacher: The Reverend David Goodwin, BA,  MPhil.,
      Methodist Minister in the Watford Circuit.

· At noon join a Fellowship Lunch in the Abbots Kitchen.  
   Special Services:
  Sunday 10th June 2012 at 6.30 p.m.

Evening Service with Taize chants and time for reflection and prayer.
Saturday 23rd June 2012 St Albans Festival.

Guest Preachers: The Archbishop of York at 12.00 noon and The Archbishop of Westminster at 4.00 p.m. 

For further information please consult the Cathedral website: www.stalbanscathedral.org, 
or phone the Cathedral Office: 01727 890245.

                            ALL  ARE  WELCOME  TO  WORSHIP
                 Reverend Peter Hudson Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain
              Email:<peter.hudson@uwclub.net >Phone: 01727 812076
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Diary for May�
�
Tuesday 1st�
7.30 pm�
Elders Meeting�
�
Thursday 3rd�
12.30 pm�
Mothers Union Jubilee Lunch at St Martin’s Parish Centre�
�
Sunday 6th�
10.30 am


5.30 pm�
Morning Worship led by Hughes Team – All-Age 


Evening Worship led by Mr Alan Sharpe�
�
Saturday 12th�
8.00 am�
Christian Aid Sponsored Walk�
�
Sunday 13th �
10.30 am





5.30 pm�
Morning Worship led by Rev’d John Steele, including Holy Communion


KFC Christian Aid Service led by Rev’d John Whittle�
�
Saturday 19th�
10.00 am�
KFC Coffee Morning led by Trinity�
�
Sunday 20th�
10.30 am


5.30 pm�
Café Style Service


Evening Worship led by Rev’d John Steele, including Holy Communion �
�
Thursday 24th�
7.45 pm�
KFC AGM at St Martin’s�
�
Sunday 27th�
10.30 am





5.30 pm�
Morning Worship led by Rev’d John Steele – Pentecost & Oasis Presentation


Evening Worship – details to be announced�
�
Diary for June�
�
Sunday 3rd�
10.30 am


5.30 pm�
Morning Worship led by Trinity Team


Evening Worship led by Mr Alan Sharpe�
�
Sunday 10th�
10.30 am





5.30 pm�
Morning Worship led by Rev’d John Steele, including Holy Communion


Evening Worship led by Rev’d John Steele�
�



Meeting Point meets on Thursdays: 10.30 a.m. See below for venues during May.


Time for Prayer is held in the Vestry on Friday mornings from 9.30 – 10.00 a.m.


Youth Club meetings at Trinity during term times – Friday evenings - School years 7 - 9


Hot Chocolate – for babies/toddlers and parents/carers. Mondays 2.00 to 3.30 pm


�
�
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