Circuit e-newsletter for January 2012 
Loving God, you have chosen me and called me to follow you.
Here and now, I respond to that call.
Speak to me, that I may know your will.
Teach me, that I may understand your word.
Renew me and strengthen me to do your work, 
and guide me to where I am needed most; 
through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.
Gregory Sargent, local preacher, West Norfolk
Let us whose faiths are named differently, find ourselves in each other, love one another and live in peace. Amen
David Furnival, former mission partner, Sri Lanka
Please send me any news of events that you would like included, Celia   celia35@btopenworld.com 
01462 481268

LOCAL EVENT AND GENERAL NEWS
Subject: 



1. Circuit news about our Superintendent!

2. Circuit Network Committee meeting on Tuesday 31st January 

3. Free Church Services in St Albans Cathedral in February and March
4. Lectures at Hinde Street Methodist church

5. Daffodil day at Central Hall Westminster Monday 5th March 2012 
6. Circuit Celebration Service - 29th  April,  2012 

7. Circuit book club Wednesday 15th February
8. St. Faiths Pantomime Fri 17th Feb & Sat 18th Feb. 

9. More than Gold

10. Sacred Space – a new form of service at Norton
11. Singing the Faith – New Methodist Hymn Collection

Further details of these are given below –



1. Circuit news about our Superintendent.

The new Superintendent from next September will be the Revd Malcolm Peacock, currently the Isle of Man Chair. Revd Andrew Maguire will be going to King's Lynn to be Superintendent Minister of the West Norfolk Circuit.



2. Circuit Network Committee is meeting on Tuesday 31st January at 2.15 at 1 Greenway, Letchworth, SG6 3UG.



3. Free Church Services in St Albans Cathedral

Please see the details of these on the attached poster. Any of you would be welcome to attend one or more of the services mentioned.
· See poster attached 
With best wishes,

Revd. Peter Hudson, Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain, 
The Cathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban



4. Lectures at Hinde Street Methodist church
About Hinde Street – see www.hindestreet.org.uk 
Hinde Street Church maintains a strong tradition of thoughtful preaching, radical theology and a passion for social justice. It consists of three different Sunday congregations, drawing people from nearby and from across London - and every week visitors to London share worship with us.
HUGH PRICE HUGHES LECTURE SERIES 2012 - “Belonging Together”
All lectures are on Tuesdays at 7.30pm and are free. They last approximately 45 minutes and are followed by a 30 minute question session. Refreshments are served before and after and ending generally about 8.45pm. 
· See details attached - 2 pages. The first 2 lectures are: -
FEBRUARY 14th  by Hugh Starkey “Learning to Live Together?”  
MARCH 13th by Frances Ward “Political Friendship”


5. Mon 5th March Daffodil day at Central Hall Westminster 10am-5pm
Daffodil day is a Spring celebration arranged for men and women at Central hall and is always uplifting and stimulating with speakers, drama and music.

"A coach has been booked and about 35 plan to go. Please let us know if any more wish to join us."  The coach will collect people at Hitchin, Letchworth and Stevenage.

Please could you let Mary O’Neil (01462 685501) or Helen Maguire (01462 646562) if you would like to come.



6. Circuit Celebration Service - 29th April 2012 11.00 am
Speaker:  The Revd. Dr Martyn Atkins     Theme:  Discipleship

To be held at Stevenage Leisure Centre Lytton Way Stevenage
· see attached - a new poster and an article about this special event.



7. Circuit Book Club

Next meeting is on Wed 15th February at 4 Benslow Rise, Hitchin at 8.00 pm.
The book being looked at is Jeanette Winterson's "Oranges Are Not The Only Fruit".
Available perhaps from a local library, or from Amazon at reasonable price.
 

Please contact Sue Chastney - 01462 451831


8. St. Faiths Pantomime

Fri 17th February 2012 at 7 pm, & Sat 18th February at 3 pm and 7 pm. 
This year's pantomime is Aladdin and we are doing three performances:

Prices are £5 or £2 if you are under 12. Please contact the box office for tickets on 01462 451015. Warning: we perform to full houses so you will need to buy your tickets in advance, as well as prepare yourselves for pantomime puns and participation.

Andrew Surry


9. "More Than Gold" encourages churches to respond to the 2012 Olympics
We all know that the 2012 Olympics present a once in a lifetime opportunity. There are many ways in which churches can be involved and a special organisation has been set up to help us in this.  Visit the "More Than Gold" website at 
http://www.morethangold.org.uk
and particularly the page about what churches can do (including possibility offering hospitality to visiting families)
http://www.morethangold.org.uk/your-church/what-your-church-can-do.html
Churches are encouraged to appoint a "Gold Champion" to be a link person.  See
http://www.morethangold.org.uk/your-church/church-representatives.html
 

The Methodist Church is a sponsor of "More than Gold". Details are at:-
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=3251




10. Sacred Space – This will be a regular event to start at Norton in 2012. 

This new meditative, prayerful style service (Sacred Space) is beginning at Norton on the first Sunday evening of each month from the beginning of February, I believe at present, time - 5.30 to 6.30 pm.

·  please see attached poster


11. Singing the Faith
Have you looked at the website for the new authorised Methodist hymn collection – Singing the Faith? http://www.singingthefaith.org.uk/ 
Note too that a new website has been launched to help everybody find their way around the new hymn book and to get the best out of it http://www.singingthefaithplus.org.uk/ 


INFORMATION FROM THE METHODIST DEPARTMENT
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For the January edition of the Methodist church E-news click here; - 
http://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-O4F1-343A7OOBF2/cr.aspx 

The BUZZ is a great resource that brings the whole Methodist Connexion together and allows us to share what's happening in our districts, circuits, churches and church groups. If you have any stories you would like to share, which illustrate how your church is working out the four aspects of Our Calling, then please get in touch with me. Karen Burke burkek@methodistchurch.org.uk 
BUZZ No 102 January edition - to see this ctrl and click www.methodist.org.uk/static/html_emails/buzz.htm 
For the latest edition of MRDF news – ctrl click here – 
http://ctt-news.org/6DB-O38T-C53Y8U5EA4/cr.aspx 












